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THE POLYNESIAN.

SATURDAY, MARCH 3I, 1560

Mere nbout Education.

We can fancy that not a few of our readers will
lay the paper down with a toss, and pooh-pooh the
idea of being again treated to an educational ser-
mon. But we deprecate their impatience and re-
guest their attention ; for, after carefully going
over in our mind the various duties of a govern-
ment and the different points of its connection
with the people, we find none whicb, in its appli-
cation to this eountry. is of greater i1mportance
and, with all respect be it spokcn, less vaderstood
than the education of the common people.

We hope that it will not be necessary for us to
prove what is so very pstent, as to obtrude itsell
apon the perception of the most ordinary intellect
that chooses to look around itself without those
gectarian spectacles, which we have g0 often olject-
ed to, as being neither useful nor ornamental on
the nose of a savage.

We will therefore be lrief, knowing well that
wjt is the frequentdropping that wears the stone.”

Let us take the foreign relations of the country
and see how far they may be affected by the iguor-
ance and immorality of the masses.

It is well known how the ignorance and sectarian

spectacles of the ralers and sueccessive legislatures |

from 1846 to 1855 prevented that modification ol
the tariff by which our relations with Franee were
finally and amicably settled. How the ten years' i
experiment of a reduced liquor duty ,—which, like |
the sorrows of a young bear, are atill in store for |
us,—might have been passed by this time, and we
been the wiser by u knowledge which yet has to be |
scquired. How, with treaties of amity and “com- |
meree with many of the first and second-rate pow- |
ers of the world, opening this country, in every
sense of the word, to their citizens, to travel, re-|
side and possess,—we never know the moment when |
we may oot be involved in official eorrespondence, |
diplomatic difficalties or international reprisals, |
through the ignorance or stupidity of some petty f
official, or through the want of a common language,
by which private provocations may be avoided, and
pubilie opinion may make itsell heard in the remot-
est corners of the Jand. How the present calm |
and serene condition of foreign affsirs is entirely
owing to the feserish and unceasing watchfulness
of the headsof the various departments, rather
than to the mormal condition or self-reliant con- |
eciousness of those beneath them. And finally, |
how few, how very few, of Hawaiian lineage and |
Hawaiian education are competent to £l the places !
of the foreign born officials, and practically and
wisely second the effurts of the King to ** preserve
the land in righteousness,”” and, by taking =« new
departure through the transition desert, hurry up
the educational processes of his people so as to
make those cqual in fact whom a premature consti- |
tution has made equal in law. Bat when, more- |
over, we take into consideration the solemn fact |
that, should any misfortune, such as prolonged |
sickness or death, affect the lives of the King and I
his brother during the wminority of the Prince
Royal,—there is no man of Hawaiian blood and
education, now living and of man’s estate, whose
mental acquirements and social position would ‘
point him out as the proper person to guard the |
interests of the eountry’s hope (the young Prince)
—to manage the heln of state with that main de |
fer and gant de velours which is absolutely neces-
sary to govern a people during a trapsition period |
8o hurried as this has been, and necessarily must
be to the end, or the people perish in the wilder- |
ness,—to stand between the native and the for-|
eigner, the friend of this, the protector of the oth- ’
er,—to keep a quict tongue in u discreet head and, |
as ** revolutions never go backward,” eomplete the |
revolution of '52 and its supplement of 53 hy |
those municipul institutions, of some surt, which
are the political sch .1 of the people, the field and |
the stimulas to their awbition, ®nd the safety
valve of constitutional governments ;—when these
great and solewn facts are considered, we can eas-
ily form a vivid idea of the imminent perils to
which not only the present foreign relations but
also the political independence and nativnal exist-
ence of the psople are exposed under an educational
system which, during thirty-five years’ trial, saving
the two royal brothers, has hardly produced a sin-
gie pupil competent to head a department or con-
duct a regency.

These arve bitter truths; but we hope they will
prove salutary in urging upon all sound and reflect-
ing minds the necessity of educational reforms,
while there yet remains a population to be bene-
fitted by them.

Nor are the domestio relations of the munlryi
less nffected by the ignorance and immorality of
the wasses.

Go through the country where one may, and,
with a very exceptional perception of proper means
to & proper result, the greut mass of the country \
population sre as ignorant as ever of the nature
and preparation of svils, the adaptation of seeds, |
and the employment of machinery. Even their |
old knowledge of the munagement of their potato
and taro-patches is being lost ; ignorance produc-
ing poverty, and poverty inducing repeated crops
from exhausted ficlds. And capital to develope
snd improve the lands will not invest where labor
is not intelligent or attentive.

How tha social relations are affected by the
ignorance and immorality of the masses we have
80 often portrayed that we do not now chooss to
refer to it again, .

With soch data before us, is it not passing
strange that there should be found men in this
community, pretending to practical piety, ordinary |
morality (except in questions of truth), and sn oe-
casional grain of common sense, who, arguing in
bebalf of the ignorance of the people and the sys-
tem which perpetuates it, set up as a counter-fact
that ** children of the poor and dWleducated classes
do not, to & great extent in any country, receive
moral training at home, and still they are sent to
the public schoole with all their bad Labits, be-
cause that js the best that can be dove for them,
and that is 8 great deal better than nothing.”

Did the writer. of the above remarkable salve

| temporary, is sometimes obliged to bow to its

' to ask itself what could be the matter that a

| abstained,”” not because it was indifferent to the

| ** but that (we) wight deliver (ourselves) of what-

l temporary eredit for generally possessing too much
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4 moral training at home and a sense of propriety
—that these children form the great majority in
every school and give tune und churacter to it, and
crowd those other children, who have received vo
moral traming at home, into an insignificant and
respectful minority?  But if the children of the
ignorant poor in this country are no worse than the
same class in other countries, will the writer, to
whom we refer, pretend that the children of the
middle classes here, nay, even of the higher
classes, receive the same, or similar moral training
at home, us the same class in other countries!
And if be cannot muster another sophism to parry
that truth; if he must admit that his analogy is
not perfect, then where ghall these children receive
that training if not imthe school,—but in a school
where the conscience is free as it would be at
home ;—in separate schools, and through the
English langunge !

The same writer (see the Advertiser of Thursday
last) says:

“ The fact i9, the d mestic training of this people,
in the circunmstances, is more a question of means than
anything else, and can only be securel at great «x-

pense, which neither the government nor private liber-
ality, to any great extent, can afford."’

He admits the want of domestic training, and
he must know that it is not partial and loeal, bat
universal ; and yet, instead of looking upon that
want as a question of life and death to this people,
on which all other couditions depend, to which all
other wants must bow, he treats it as ** a question

of means," of dollars and cents, that may In.'I

thought of and have something done fur it the |
next year or the next century ; and il this people
should have expired through ignorance and viee
before that time—the woney will do for their suc-
cessors !

And, when we argue the necessity of rudically
changing a system of edueation which ignores this
great primary want of a people, we are coolly told
that the Government ** eannot afford it,” and we
are offered the covnsolation that the ignorant poor
of this cuontry are no worse off than the ignorant |
poor in other countries! !

With such moralists we have no controversy.

gt Public opinion is truly powerful ; so much
0, that even an independent journal, like our con-

dictates and comply with its requisitions. The
Advertiser has ** hung fire’” upon the edueation
question 8o long, that the public seriously began

journal, which generally went off at halflcock,
should delay for nearly two months to enter into
the discussion of a subject which concerns the
character, the progress and the very existence of
this people so nearly.

It now tells us, however, that it ¢ purposely

subject—(of course not; its Thursday's article
clearly shows in which direction its interest lies)—

ever ideas (we) have had to put fopward, without
being led off into side issues.” We are grateful
for its furbearance, for we know from repeated
experience how dificult it is for the Adcertiser to
keep itself to any question under discussion. But
if that was its reason, why does it interrapt us
now, with its ¢ side issues'’ about historical facts
and personal motives, its quibbles upon words and
its tedious want of logic, its continued perversion
of othér men's meaning and its cool contempt for
the greatest and most vital want that can possilly
afflict any people? We will venture an answer in
the words of the old saying, that * one must needs
ride when the devil drives,"’ and we give our con-

shrewdness not to know by whom its bread is
buttered, when it takes sides on public questions.

Having continued our ideas upon education in
another article of to-day’s paper, we will devote
a few minutes to follow the Advertiser through
some of its ** side issues,’” and, as Oxenstiern said
to his son, at the prace of Westphalia, * See, my
son, with how little wisdom the world is govern-
ed,” we shall find occasion to say to our readers :
sce, with how little truth and logic a leading
article can be got up for an ** independent jour-
nal !"

To begin. It says that the general reader, “‘after
perusing (our articles) is left unable to discover
what (our) object is, except that a change of some
kind in vur school system is sought for.”" That is
just it. And even the Advertiser is compelled to
admit that we bhave succeeded in making ourselves
understood by the ** general reader.”” A valuable
fact, truly, and one as encouraging to us, as it
may prove serviceable to the reader aloresaid.
The convictivn that a change of some kind is wanted
in our school system is the very starting point of
our diseussion, and if the ** general reader' un-
derstands us on that point, we do not despair of
seeing him come into the same conclusion as our-
s«lves, despite of the ** side issues’’ which the
Advertiser is o indefatigable in raising, and which
it apparently has * searched for in u quarter”
where they ought not to have been foun®.

When we advance the want of moral training
of the children at home, as one of the primury
reasons for a change of the school system, and that
such want leads to perjury, forgery and licentious-
ness, we are told not to alarm ourselves, for these
things happen in the schools ** of Boston and
Berlin, the best in the world’ and of course, we
are led to infer, are quite unobjectionable here!

This needs no finger post from us.

Weare ** brought up all standing,” as sailors
say, upon *‘ a matter of history,” by our sharp-
eyed eritie, who has his “ information from one
who was present’’ at the meeting of missionary
delegates at Lalminaluna in 1838, We said that
‘s the State appealed to the religious element’ (the
missionaries) for the instruction of the young, and |
we are corrected by the eounter assertion that it
was the ** missionaries whoappealed to the State."

Let us go over that point again.

We commenced by speaking of the duties of
States in the sbstract, to see that the young re-
ceived proper instruction, from the parents if pos-
sible, but if not, to delegate it to.othen to impart.
We then surveyed the educational epochs in this
country and divided them into three. The first
from the arrival of the missionaries to 1840 : the
second from 1840 t0 1854 ; and the last from 1854

for ignorsnce snd imworality know—and he could

mot bat know——that in almost “any country,”  and esrrying out the above ides of the duty of a

with which we may be compared, the cluldren of |
the middle classes and of the indastrious and bet- |
ter behaved poor, and who recejve mors or less of

until now. [t was in speaking of the first period,

State, that we ssid that ** the State appealed” &e.,
that is to say, that Kaahumanu and the Chiefs,

who ruled the country nearly up to 1840, having

been ennverted to Christianity, and perceiving the | tution of untruth, we leave the question of veracity
great want of their people in that instruction, that | to be settled between the tRen Minister of Public
moral training, which secures peace on earth and | Instruction and the Pacific Commercial Advertiscr,

bliss in heaven, appealed to, and encoursged by
gifts, by approval and by commend, the early mis-
sionaries in establishing those echools end furnish-
ing thut instruction. The time ** when'’ and ** the
““way'’ in which that appeal was made we are not
able to specify, never having had the patience to
read through that singular compendium of un-
baked bricks, called ** Bingham's Sandwich Isl-
ands,” in which, perhaps, they may be found.

It seems then that, instesd of our being all
wrong, both we and our critic are all right, and
that sometime during the first period there was an
appeal from the state to the missionaries for in-
struction, and that again in 1838, at the meeting
at Labainaluna, there was another appeal, but this
time from the missionaries to the State to assume
the expense of the schools and insure their regular
payment.

On the little inacenracies, contrudictions and ap-
parent confusion of the brain of our critic we care
not to dwell, nor caa we wonder at them. consider-
ing the time it tovk to prepare the article, and the
delerence due to ** one who was sresent at the
above conlerence ” at Lubainaluna.

But what bearing has this ** side-issue *’ on the
main question! If none; why was it raised!
To divert public attention ?

We are further asked, as a * matter of his-
tory,” if the domestic training was attended
to during the first period, or while the charac-
ter of the schouls was denominational, and if
then there were sepurate schools for boys and
girls ; and we are asked what evidence we have
that it would be any more attended to herealter, or
the boys and girls be separately educated should
we revert to that system.

That formerly the denominational schools did
not separate the children was one of the greatest
drawbacks to their usefulness that they had to con-
tend with. And, if they turned out some ** lead-
ing men both in Church and state,” they did so in
spite of that ohjectionable feature, and not in vir-
tue of it.  And the evidence we have, that,—were
the denominational system reverted to at this time
and with the present experience to guide us,—
many if not all of the former ohjections would be
removed, is our faith in human progress and the
power of truth over even such intrepid advocates
ol the existing apology for education as our con-
temporary and that other *‘ one who was present
at the conference '" at Lahainaluna in "38.

We are asked ** what change has come over the
missionaries that they would do differently now
from what they did twenty-five yearsago "'

It would require a volume to detail what changes
the missionuries have undergone in that time, for
their changes are part and parcel of the history of
the country.  But with all their changeableness,
we would not do them so grievous a wrong as to
assert with our eritic that twenty-five yeurs of ex-

perience have wrought no change in them, and that |

they stand now, like Lot's wife, with their faces
to the past, immovable, unimprovable.

We said in our February number, which the
Advertiser is now criticising, that ** in 1854 the
schools were secularized, &e¢., * * * by order
of the Department.”” We are now asked, withan
air of triumph, to produce that * order of the De-
partment ™" before the critical court of our contem-
porary. The court has ** searched for it in vain,
and in a quarter where it ought to be found if ever
it was issued.”’

Here is a question of veracity.

Our critic admits that previvus to 1854 the
schools were denominational, sectarian, Protestant
and Catholie, and that sinca 1854 they.have ceased
to be such. Now we ask, how did they cease to
be denominational ; was it of their own free will
and sccord ; was it by an enactment of the legis-
lature, or through the operation of the executive
functions of the Department?! That they ceased
of their own accord not even our critic is foolhardy
enough to assert. That they did not cease by act
of the Legislature is fully proven by the legislative
proceedings of 18354 and the report of the Com-
mittee of Education of that year to which our
critic alludes. In his report to the legislature in
April '54, the Minister of Public lnstruction sug-
gests, for reasons which we will touch upon by-
and-by, that the free-schools be organized **accord-
ing to territorial limits—without any regard to
any religious sec! whatever,” and expresses his
opinion that he was * not sure that any legislative
action was required in the case.” On the Gth
June, same year, the Committee of Education, to
whom the subject had been referred, reported that

*“ The npproval of the Legislature is not needed to
enable the Minister 1o vrganize the schools according to
the above suggestion®'—

and that originally the Minister had organized
the schools into Catholies and Protestants, accord-
ing to discretionary powers conferred upon him by
law, and + that while the law remains unchanged,
the legisiature has no right to interfere with the
Minister in his action under it,”” and finally that
the Committee were favorable to thesecularization
of the schools, although they did not think it ne-
cessary to enact a statute about it

Now, as the denominational character of the
schools did not cease of itself; as no legislative
statute ordered it to cease, we ask again, hy whose
order did it cease! But, lest our veracity should
again be questioned, we will call upon the Minister
of Public Instruction himself to tell us by whose
order the change took place. In his report to the

legislature of 1835, (the following year) he tells |

us that :

“ In the above statistics of the schools no distinetion
is made, a8 in my former reports, between schools of
different denominations. It is deemed unnecessary,
since the full and explicit declaration of both houses of
the Legislature of last year, that the government frees

| sehools should be conducted without regard to any reli-

gious sect whatever, agreeably to the theory of our
laws. The recommendation has been carried out by a
circular approved by the King and Council and ad-
dressed to each of theschool Inspectors in the twenty-
five districts. A copy of this circular is submitted here-
with marked D."

If our eritic will take two months more for it,
and diligently search **in the quarter where it
ought to be found "—that is, in the archivesof the
Department—he will probably find that Circular
Order ** marked D,"” to which the Minister refers,
and which was * issued™ by the Department and
“ approved by the King and Couneil.”

We now ask *‘the general reader,” were we
right or were we wrong in saying that the schools
were secularized * by order of the Department 1"

Maving thus extricated ourselves from the impu- | quiet sumiles,

' residents, and the manner in which they devoted their

and would simply ask who raised this new side
issue, and what bearing bas it upon the main
question of the necessity of a change in the school
system !

When we referred to the reasons for secularizing

clusive of others, that it was to carry out the
principle of religious liberty. We find, on re-
perusing the Report of the Minister, that we
received u wrong impression at the time, and that
the change had not even so good a reason for it—
misunderstood, as it would have been, by subse-
quent acts of the Legislature—but that it was
economy, sharpened by jealousy of the Mormons,
who bad been mwaking considerable fuss about that
time, and were making rapid progress in conduct-
ing Protestant wembers into their own fuld. The
Department was unwilling to wmaintain Mormon
schiools, as Protestant and Catholic schools were
waintained, and discovered (what had escaped it
before), the points of economy involved in their
separate maintenance, and found nlso (for the first
time!) that sectarian schools were not ** in accord-

ance with the theory of our laws.”” And il that

]

We are accused of ¢ ignorance or malevolence.”
The dilemma is rather painful, we adwit, and to
escape the latter we plead the former.
possibly, be iznorant, fur we had not our informa-
“tion ** from ope who was present at the conlerence
| in 1538, and took part in the discussion,’ but we
relied upon the published Reports of the Depart-

Hawaiian schools and eduecation.™

argue a question withont making their points out |
of personal matters. We never retaliate, for we

are strong enough to regard such attacks with |
the contempt they deserve. We will therefore |
say nothing ol our critic's remarks about our per-
sonal motives and the east of our piety; they are
not within his province, and, we trust, are in the
keeping of cleaner hands thun his vwn. But thisis
another side-issue, and what bearing has it upon
the main question ; by whom was it ruised, and

for what purpose!
PAST WEEK.

Return of 1lis Mnjesty. |
|
On Tuesday afternoon last a royal salute from the |

battery on Punchbowl Hill announced tie return of |
His Majesty, the King, from Lahaina. His Majesty |
was accompanied by the Governor of Maui, Hon.

C. G. Hopkins, Doctor Hutchinson and Mr. Neil- |

sOn.

Return of the Brig “*Agnte.”
We had the pleasure on Monday to welcome the re-

turn of A, Miwchell, Esq., of the firm of Maessrs, C. A, |
Williams & Co., and Dr. Drysdale, from their cruise
among the Guano islands of the South Pacifie, and
from those gentlemen gathered the followllly genersl
account :

On arrival at McKean's Island they found the Boic-
ditch had sailed on the 11th January with 450 tons of
guano, and the Aspasia with 800 tons. Visiting En-
derbery's Island, they discovered it had been visited by
the schiconer Mt. [ernon from San Francisco, and tak-
en possession of by the people who came in her, in the
name of the United States. Two of them were on the
island, one of whom was pearly blind from the effects
of the sun, and would probably lose his eyesight. They
were short of provisions and water, with which the
Agate supplied them as far as she was able. Gov. E.
C. Pope, with a native, was left in charge of Phenix
Island. On their return, after visiting other Islands,
the schoover left MeKeanson the 16th February, stop-
ping at Baker’s Island on the 15th. The Flying Drag-
on had sailel on the Tth February for Hampton Roads,
with 1225 tons guano. The Josiah Bradiee and the
Daring were lvading at the rate of 100 tons per day,

been destroyed. The Josiah Bradiee fell ta leeward, and
was 37 days getting her moorings, and had an unfor-
Had injured her copper a little
sgainst the buoys. Great praise is due to the energy
of Gov. Chas, H, Judd for triumphing over the obsta-
cles which he has had to encounter the past six months
in the destruction of the ** ways and means™ provided
for loading the vessels sent there. e has succeeded
now in laying fine moorings a mile from shore, not af-
fected by the swell at which the Great Eastern might
swing.

The Aguate, after undergoing some slight repairs, will
return to Baker's and McKean's islands with supplies,
and from thence on o northern trading cruise.

tunate time of it.

New Farniture.

The Aladdin-like change of making a new Store
out of sn old one, could not be better excmplified
than in the difference presented now by the old
building on Fort Street, below hing, formerly used
by Messrs. Utai & Ahee, as a molasses warchouse,
at present s8 & Furniture Show Sales Room, hy Mr.
C. E. Willinms, The new, fresh, and cleanly ap-
pearance of articles strikes the most careless observer
as he passes by, and tempts any one who suddenly
remembers he wants same article of household com-
fort in that line to go in and invest, Such  persons
eould not do better than to follow their first impulses.

Honse Wonrming.

Mr. G. G, Howe extended a general invitation to his
friends to eall upon him at his new place of business on
Fort street, on Monday, and at about 12 o’clock M.,
there was s much more enthusiastic crowd there than
at the auction room of Messrs. Melchers & Co. A fine
| spread had been prepared for both foreign and native

attention tu the business before them was refreshing
even to a looker on.

—

Mervited Compliment.
Captain Williams, of the British bark Imogens, hae
been fornially presented with a splendid gold chronom-
eter and chain from the President of the United States,
as & testimonial of grativade for Captain Williams® hu-
‘manity to the wrecked crew of the ship Fleetwood, of
- Boston, lost off Cape Horn last year on the passage to
| these islands. .

Free Luuch.
. Our worthy neighbor, Mr. W. E. Cutrell, of the
Merchant’s Exchange Hotel, taking into considersation
| the hard times, gives a free lanch to-day st 11 A, M,
| and will continue to do so hereafter.

This bar-bar-ous treatment of his friends by *Peck,"
 will be duly appreciated by them, and rewarded by

ment, and shali be very sorry to learn that they |
are such * very poor authority on the subject of |

| standing he had just finished reading *“*Livingstone's
Little, seurrilous, hall-fledged souls never can |

notwithstanding the absence of the wharf, which had®

: | . !
the schools, we advanced us one, though not ex- | eleven present ou the Ist of Junuary, gives 38

theory applies to the organization of the schools, i
should it notapply to the Department likewise? |

| ties of the Queen's Hospital, to kuow who have neglected to pay
| their subseriptions, that they may ascertzin whether they are to
4 | be realized :

We may, |

| turned sgain yesterday, having made the run to Ka-

Queen's Hospital.

The following is the quarterly report of Dr. Hille-
brand, to the Trustees of the Queen’s Huspital :

GesTiemEs :—Since January first, 264 “'lm
sary patients have applied for relief at the
Y64 prescriptions have been made up in the same space
of time, which number also will tolerably or-
rect the aggregate of consaltations given in the dispen-
sary. During the same , twenty-seven new house-
patients bave been received, which number, added to

jents for this quarter. Outf this namber four have
di. d, fourteen have been dismissed, and ten are remain-
ing this day. The greatest namber of house-patients
present at oue time was seventeen. The prevalence of
bad weather during the months of February and March,
and the bad state of the country roads resalting there-
from, together with the extraordinarily good state of
the general health, which ruled at the same time, bave
caused a considerable falling off in the applications for
relief in the dispensary. With the first appearance of
good weather, however, the attendance has begun again
to incre.se.

On the 10th of March, the hospital was moved to the
temporary establishment on the newly acquired premi-
ses at the foot of Punchbowl. We have reason (o be
satisfied with the change ; the new building is more
spacious, affords accommeodation for tweuty patients,
and being less cut up in small apartments than the old
one, admits of freer and safer ventilation. Theclimate
of the new location is greitly preferable to that of the
old one. Respectfully submitted,

Wirriam Hinieseaxp, M. D.

Hoenolulu, March 26, 1860,

The following preamble and resolution was
by the Baprd of Trustees of the Queen’s Hospital at
their quarterly meeting, March 26, 1860:

Wuzness, It is necessury for the information of the Board of
Trustees of the Queens Hospital, that they may be enabled 1o |
Judge of their ability to erect a suilable building for the necessi-

Rexntood, That the Secretary be 1equested to forcish at the
next mecting o list of the subseribers who have oot paid their
subscriptious aud the smonnt due from each.”—FP. . Ady,

Cruelty to Animals.

The fullowing query was suddenly put to our reporter
at the morning breakfist table : *“Why would it be im-
possible for s man to starve on the deserts of Sahara?*
and to his ivability to unswer_ the question, notwith-

Travels," the reply was: *“On account of the sand
which is (sandwiches) there.”” Before he could recover |
his breath at this atrocity, he heard the fullowing: |
# How came the sandwiches there 3" and atterly swoon-
ed when it was whispered by White, ** that the sons of

Ham were bre(a)d and mustered there !** ]

Take Notice, Jurymen !

We are requested to state for the information of the |

foreign jurors at the ensuing session of the Supreme r

Court, that their presence will not be required vntil |

Monday, the 9th of April next, at 9 o’clock .i.‘ M., the

Court having decided to open the session with the na-
tive cases ou the calendar.

Quick Time.
The schooner Mary left here on Saturday and re-

wailise, obtained a full freight, and returned to port
in five and a half days,

I'#" Among the arrivals from Lahaina on Tuesday
last, we noticed Mr. H. A. Neilson; to attend to
whose safe and ecomfortable removal to Honolulu,
we leurn, was' the sole object of His Majesty's late |
trip to Lakainn. We are glad to learn that M. |

Neilson is not worse for the fatigue of the journey,
but us his strength is yet feeble, his muny friends
will eonsult his interest by delaying their visits for a
few days,

Pussipest ror Oanv Couckoe.—Advices were receiv-
ed by the last mail that Rev. C, T. Mills has heen ap-
pointed to the presidency of Oahu College, and that he
may be expected out some time during the coming full.
He is highly spoken of by those capable of jadging of
bis qualifiations for the cffice.—P. C. Advertiser.

?

CORRESPONDENCE.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE POLYNESIAN.

81k :—In looking over a recent number of the Com-
mercial paper published alongside your own, I read a
communication signed ** A Subseriber,” which gave
rise in my miml to mingled emotigns of pity and con-
tempt. In the first instance [ thought the writer might
possibly be one of those unfortunate persons who, with
a smattering of education and a shallow pate, are so
eaten up with a sense of their own wisdom that they
are always putting themselves forward as public cen-
sors ; but, on second consideration, the smack of big-
otry was so plainly to be perceived, that I had no diffi-
culty in fixing the ** who, where and why " of your
contemporary’s correspondent, who so summarily ar-
raigned you at the bar of public opinion as the advo-
cate of intemperance and immorality.

I am aware that there is a class here, as in every
other community on Gud's earth, who persist in view-
ing every thing through the medium of their own con- |
tracted minds, always holding the telescope wrong end |
to their eyes, and who are invariably a generation be-
hind the rest of the world in liberal and progressive |
ideas. * A Subscriber * is undoubtedly one of this |
class. Men of just such a spirit hung witches and en- |
scted blue laws in New Eugland, and barned their
fellow creatures to death in other countries for an ina-
bility to believe as they did. That same spirit of sgi-
righteousness and intolerance drove the Catholies from
these islands, per-ecuted their followers, enscted a set
of laws—religio-political—which in their rigor resem-
bled the burdensome enactions of Meses, and generally
—** established the life of the land in righteousness '
Atthe end of a single generation, they gave up this
nation 38 ** doomed to extinction,” snd confess that
their teachings,—after all the great revivals they have
chrounicled, the many thousands they have baptized into
the church, the millions of pages they have printed,
their teachings and their life—long labors have been
all but useless so fur as making this a real Christian
people. For true Christianily never drove a people to
extinction ; quite the contrary : it has always given |
them a vital energy, a sort of compensating balance, so |
that they bave easily recovered from the shoek of war, |
pestilence or other disaster. If then, as the aforesaid
class maintain, this people is inevitably doomed to ex-
tinction, the conclusion one would arrive at, reasoning
from analogous cases, is that they have never yet been
christianized. And notwithstanding these nation-savers
have by their own confession failed in the object of their |
labors, they still cling to the water-logged wreck which |

they have fairly proved themselves incapable of navi- |
gating, and when any one offers to lend nhndtuput‘
up & jury-mast and make sail on the weather-beaten |
craft, they blacken his motives, and holding np both |
hands in boly horror, cry, * intemperance and lic-n- |
tiousness I"*  The one idea that all the honesty and all |
the religion is confined to their own particular set has
50 completely taken possession of this class of bigots
that, like & ¢ertain people some 1800 and odd years
sgo, they will not believe that any good ean come out
of Nazareth, and whenever s proposition does come
from the aforesaid Nazareth, they immediately set it
down as damnable, without the troublesome process of
enquiry or examination.

As tothe probsble working of the line of state policy
which you advocate and which has set Mr. Subscriber
calling you names instead of stating his reasons for
disagreeing with you,—now, notwithstanding you do
come out of Nazareth,—I am inclined to think there

| getting rid of o constitutional difficulty?

] Maclariane and]son, Al 8 Tallman —H.
|

may be some good in you. At least, 1 shal) ‘;“’;
credit for good intentions, and m“"‘lold,,,
something by way of & pavement. I will ot e,
take to say that you are quite right as to the safery .o

desirableness of opening the liquor traffie 10 the uati,

for knowing their character as well as [ do, | '
the experiment seems to me s hazardous one. The o,

ple of Honolula are undoubtedly familiar with 1, ..
and trafic of spirits, as my daily observatiog Prove

and a change in the law such as is unmmwﬁ
probably have but little effect on the practice of gy,
of the native population here who are inclined " e
spirits. There is no real bar—only a straw g,

their getting as much us they can pay for, and g,
move the restriction would take awsy oue incitemey,
that of running in the face of the law. Native, e
other children, like to taste furbidden fruit. By with
the people on the other islands the case would Le 4ig,,
ent, and great excesses would be the rule with 4.,
many whenever they visited Honolulu, which we i,
is pretty often. Besides this, and more mischipvyy,
too, there would spring up 4 considerable liquor 1,
between the islands, and for o time at least, whil, the
means lasted, bad whisky would take the place of 4,
potatoes and the comparatively harmless banana be,
The result can be imagined, and must be dreadel.
perhaps you will suy, this will last but a very

| time ; the novelty of the thing will wear off ; possessiy

of the legal right will blunt desire, and the pe..,
learn to use edge tools without cutting their finge
True, it will last no longer than the means to purchas,
but in that short time what vices, marders, etc., 5.,
come must give us pause ; and as to your favorit “
gument that people must lesrn self-restraint, my
swer is, the Hawniians are very slow to learn it, 4
giving them liquor to practice on is rather (oo fery o
ordeal. I am afraid that in & great many inutum; ths
result would be an empty whisky keg snd s fall o5,
Time, to be sure, which accomplishes all things, waul
oo doubt make s nation of temperate drinkers of 1i,
Hawaiisus, but the erpense would be dreadful. W,
I & member of the Legislsture, I would go fr repealing
all restrictions or trammel ou the munufacture of wipe

| and offer a premium fur the best and largest quautisy

made from bume grapes ; but I confess thst, unil |
get more light, I canuot go for making spirits any s
easy of access (o the mass of the people.

Bat the con-titutional question stares me in the fue

The culy way to get over that difficalty, T wmust .
knowledge, will be to pat the screws on all His Maje.
ty's subject alike, whether foreign or native born ; f.
bid spirits to all. Perhaps it will bring native wige ig.
to fashion—who'se got any *—and help the Dashawsy;

Dou’t you think mine is a statesman-like mode {
Twu lins
did the business.

Having frankly told you wherein I disagree with y ¢
on coe side of the liquor question,—though I give yua
credit for honestly believing that my reasoning is shal-
low,—I hope you will bear with mein my next,—whes.
ever I get time to write it—in which I shall show whers.

in I do agree with you. Yoars, &e., Vi
E— E— . ——

LATEST FOREIGN DATES.
Hongkong, - - - - Jan™® Panama,- - - - - Feb 14
Liverpool, - - « - -Jan29 Paris, - - = « = .. Jans
Mamla - . . San Francisco, - - Mar 3
Melbourne, - - - -« Nov 30 St. Louis, - « = - ¥Fehis
Japan - = - - = = Feb B3\ Tahishk - - - - . .

New ﬂr’lcm-, -+ = iValparaiso, « - - - Janil
New York, (telegraph) Feb 13 Victoria, V.1, - - - Fa 3

 COMMERCIAL.

FRIDAY, MARCH M, |50,

Trade the past week has been quiet, and although it was gen-
erally expected there would be a falling off from the amoun:
transactedl at the corresponding period of last year, the “scteud
state of affairs now existing was nol looked for by cur wes
chants. Most of the Spring Flect which have srrived have tet
entered the harbor, but “lay off and on,” merely communicas
ing with the shore to oblain their letters, and mail their own
return, sending off a boat or scow with the few recruitls whicl are
absolutely necessary,’and as woon as they are taken on boarl
leave for their cruising grounds,

The arrival of the Onward, Capt Allen, from Margarita Bay,
gives us a further report of the const of California Fleet, and the
average shews a fair catch for “between seasons.” The Heary
Kneedand, Capt Kelly, having broken her rudder and injuarsd
her false keel guing into Bolina Bay, by toaching on a sand har,
has entered our harbor and will repair damages. The whaleship
Mountezuma, Capt. Tinker, passed our harbor on Wadnesisy,
with her private signal set, but did not send a boat ashore. The
burk Ripple, arrived the 28th, reports the whales in Sesmmon's
Lagoou wild, and scveral haats stove and Hves lost, and ameng
the lutter was the %l mate of the Lark.

The D Godfrey arvived Iq!}tﬂlay from Doston, with assurted
cargu, most of which is to the consignment of J. €. Spalding.
Her destination is yet undecided. From the Bosten Shipping
List of Jasuary 25, we publish a list of carge of the ship Sinud
Roliertsom, which left Boston for this poret the 2th of January
The large stock of merchandise now on hand will be increased
by the adifition of this cargo and that of the Waskington Al
alon, quite due, and appearances are it will not be much Jimin-
ished by the Spring sales. To use the techuical language of tie
corner, it looks “bine.""

The Syren has discharged and moored in the harhor and has
taken on board about 1700 Lble of oll ex Efiza gdomeagl
others, and is more than half loaded. The Kafhlesn will grt
off for| Victoria about the 3th of April, having discharged
her cargo to be landed here. The Yinldes sailed for San Fras-
cisco on T y with & full freight of laland produce. The
Comet will leave on Monday for the same port. The Agule,
which arrived on Monday from & eruise to the Pheenix Iedied
group and other islaads in the South Pacific, we licar will be 8-
edl out fur & northern trading voyage. =

Two of oar principal German hooses have had auction saled
the past week. That on Monday, at Messrs. Melchers & Co,
went off 3t great sacrifice on cost of importations ; the other, o8
Wednesday, for account of Messrs. E. Hofschiseger & Stapes-
horst, realized better rutes, but exhibited the depressed state of
fecling existing among buyers.

Sales of imports at following prices are reported to us:

BEEF—Mess at $17 50 § bbi,

BREAD—Pilot atfic ¥ B,

FLOUR—Maxall at §1%; Chile at §9 ¥ bhi.

PORK—AL 13 9 ubi,

SUGAR— 10,00 Bs E. Boston crushed ex D, Godfrey, oo p- &

In Hawaiian produce—

MOLASSES and 3UGAR—The market is firm, and but small
stocks on hand, offering at previously quoted rates. Shipmentd
af the latter go forward per {bomef st 4% to Txec.

COFFEE—The withholding of the whalers from parchasod
has created 5 dullness of inquiry for the article, and potwithstand
ing the high price ruling in 8. Francisco, parchasers for shipmest
refuse Lo submit to views of holders, vis., la-.l&. The loss by
shrinkage on this staple i very heavy, particolarly in thel
brought from the windward side of Hawnii, and deters buyer®
from taking It, except at figures which cover large allowance ¢
leeway.

SHIPS—The Gambia changed bands to-day, being purchusd
hy Messrs. Johnson & Foster on favorable terms.

EXCH ANGE—Transactions in whajers' at par to & shade [

| for bilts. On San Francisco par te ¥ P discount.

Money is very stringent, and we anticipate 3 hard time for 3¢
coming quarterly collections_ -
PASSENGERS. B

——

From Morgarita Bey—per wh sh Klisa Adame, March 13—
John Lalose.

Prom Bukrr's [land—per brig Agate, March 36—R H Prre
dnle, A Mitchell. -

For Sam Francisco—per bk Yazkee, March #7—Rex J °

| Green, Mra Green, C W Sayer, F Carew, W Jahnsor, Mr :ﬂ-l;

Mra Burne and child, Mrs Mallet and ehild, Mrs Tennan

From Bosdon—per bk D), Godfrey, March 29— E Putoau, j7*
e e ——
DIED.

S — ——

At Kawaihae, Hawail, on the 17t March, Cuas. B, Wach
muou.'w. Macy, of that place. [Naniucket pupert
’lm drowned, Sam Chinamad
Dec 14, fell and was . & »
M&Mﬂhﬂm Iie had shipped at Lakaist
last -
Jan 2, Jouw Gxwe, & veaman Delonging to bark Ripple.
killed by & whale. He was & native of Brave, aged about

T March 18, seaman on boand bark Ripple, of consump*

Prras,
tion. He was a nalive of Hope Istnod

-
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